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European Health Insurance Card (EHIC)

There are arrangements throughout the European Economic
Area (EEA) for coordinating the health care systems of the
member states.

Free or reduced-cost treatment may be available and as a
result of an agreement with the EU, which came into force on 1
June 2002, these arrangements also cover Switzerland.

Only treatment provided under the state scheme is covered.
However, to obtain treatment you will need to take a European
Health Insurance Card (EHIC) with you.

UK issue of these cards began September 2005 and the E111
formis no longer valid.

You can apply for an EHIC on line, free of charge and delivery is
normally within seven days.

You can apply for an EHIC for your spouse/partner and any chil-
dren up to the age of 16 (or 19 if they are in full-time education) at
the same time as applying for your own. If you are a foster parent
or guardian (including boarding school teaching staff), you can
apply on behalf of any children you are looking after. You must be
over 16 to apply as a main applicant.

In Scotland the NHS number is known as the Community
Health Index (CHI) number and in Northern Ireland it is known
as the Health and Care number.

Some insurance companies may require the policy holder to
have an EHIC and your insurance may be affected if you are
eligible for but do not have an EHIC.

If you purchase insurance arranged by The Ski Com-
pany you must have an EHIC with you in resort. If you
are not eligible then you must let us know at the time of
booking.

Further information regarding the EHIC is available on the
Department of Health website at http://www.dh.gov.uk
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